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SPECIFICS

USA, 78', 2026, HD
Documentary

SHORT SYNOPSIS

Anna spends a decade obsessively building a detailed 1/3-scale version of her friend's house
after losing her. It's just big enough for Anna to squeeze through the door, and inside lives a
puppet of her friend Yo.
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Anna spends a decade obsessively building a detailed 1/3-scale version of her friend's house
after losing her. It's just big enough for Anna to squeeze through the door. Inside lives a
puppet of her friend Yo. When the pair met, Yo was 73 and Anna just 24. Over the decades,
they form a deep bond. After Yo's death, Anna re-constructs a magical space where Yo's
stories unfold, and their relationship continues. The film juxtaposes intimate vérité of Yo's last
year with Anna's creative interpretations of Yo's dramatic life stories. Born in Switzerland in
1924, Yo lived life on her own terms, defying expectations around sexuality, mothering, aging,
and even death. As the film blurs memory, time and invention, it also reveals the power of
artistic creation to channel - and share - grief and love.
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ABOUT THE DIRECTORS

Anna Fitch is an Emmy award-winning director who works in independent documentary,
natural history film, and performance art. Anna is best known for her creative approach to
elevating unlikely protagonists in both the natural and human worlds. Her work has been
supported by the Sundance Institute, National Endowment for the Arts, SFFILM, Creative Work
Fund, California Arts Council, and Tribeca Film Institute, Headlands Center for the Arts.

Banker White is an interdisciplinary artist and filmmaker. From war and disease to the
complex dimensions that surround aging and death, Banker's work is unified by a
compassionate humanism. His projects have been supported by the Sundance Documentary
Fund, National Endowment for the Arts, National Endowment for the Humanities, Creative
Capital, Bertha Foundation, MacArthur Foundation, Tribeca Film Institute, Impact Partners,
ITVS, DocSociety and the Catapult Film Fund.



FILMOGR APHIES

Anna Fitch

OCTOPUS IN MY HOUSE / Documentary, 2019, 58'

SURVIVORS (directed with Arthur Pratt, Banker White, Barmy Boy) / Documentary, 2018, 90°
THE GENIUS OF MARIAN (directed with Banker White) / Documentary, 2014, 90°

BURNING WIGS OF SEDITION / Narrative short, 2010, 10°

BUGWORLD (Part One and Two) (directed with with David Allen) / 2002, 100°

Banker White

SURVIVORS (directed with with Arthur Pratt, Anna Fitch, Barmy Boy] / Documentary, 2018, 90°

THE GENIUS OF MARIAN (directed with Anna Fitch) / Documentary, 2014, 90°
A MARRIAGE TO REMEMBER / Documentary, 2014, 10° |
REFUGEE ALL STARS / Documentary, 2007, 90! -

.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

After Yo died, | couldn't look at the footage for a long time. | was drawn to the material things she
had left behind; her old sweater, perfume, fabrics, and old photographs. | began building a series
of physical objects and ultimately constructed a ¥ scale version of Yo's house [angﬁverything in
it). Her home appears in the film as a portal between the past and present, memory and myth. The
process of creating physical things inspired by Yo's life and stories opened up a space where our
relationship could continue. It is in this invented, magical world that our film takes place.

It centers around five stories that she tells me about her past. These epic tales span eight
decades and three continents, inviting us into her detailed memories. Each story holds a moment
of transformation.

We bring each story to life through the ritual act of building miniature worlds, puppets, and paper
dioramas. Making physical objects became a way to process grief and keep Yo with me through
my own life transitions in the 10 years after she passed.







ABOUT MIRABEL PICTURES

Founded in 2010, Mirabel is a 501(c](3) nonprofit that produces artistically bold, mission-
driven art & media projects. Their award-winning films have been shown at festivals around
the world; exhibited nationally in museums and galleries and broadcast on PBS, HBO, Netflix,
BBC, Al Jazeera and the New York Times Op Docs among others. Work includes Survivors, The
Genius of Marian, The Genius of Caring, A Marriage to Remember, Sierra Leone Refugee All
Stars and ScrapHouse. The films address a diverse array of issues and we craft individualized
engagement strategies for each project. A deep commitment lays in working with vulnerable
communities; both those who are economically disadvantaged and whose stories are
underrepresented. In 2010, Mirabel launched the WeOwnTV initiative, a collaborative media
project that promotes self-expression and supports filmmakers and artists through media
education, and mentorship. In 2016 they launched a fellowship program that provides direct
grants to West African Filmmakers. From war and disease to the complex dimensions that
surround aging and death, Mirabel’s work is unified by a compassionate humanism.




ABOUT FIRST HAND FILMS

First Hand Films is an award-winning international sales company, a theatrical
distributor in Switzerland's four language regions and a producer based in Zirich.

Run by Esther van Messel since 1998, First Hand Films finds partners, finance and
deals with the entire production process. First Hand Films has sold hundreds of
licenses worldwide and its films have won all the major awards including Emmies,
Golden Roses and Oscar Nominations.

First Hand Films works with ambitious and accessible projects worldwide, combining
intelligence, practical knowledge and experience. Today, First Hand Films have been
seen by many millions of people all over the world, in cinemas, on TV and online.
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