Zosia, Oskar and Kinga talk about their emotions and feelings like there's no
tomorrow.
FILMWEB.PL

SYNOPSIS
An original trio of young characters – imaginative Zosia,
sensitive Oskar and independent Kinga – have to enter
adulthood earlier than their peers. They take the viewer on a
journey to the world of children’s compassion, artistic
expression, sense of humour and force of character. The world
in which friendship, love and closeness to another person is
like oxygen, which carries them through the hardest moments.
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A film that restores your belief in humanity.
MDAG
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It's been a while since I watched a film filled with so much beauty and
tenderness.
FILM.ORG.PL

DIRECTOR
Lidia Duda – screenwriter and documentary
film director. Her achievements include several
important documentaries. A two-time winner of
the Grand Prix at the Kraków Film Festival for
her films “Hercules” (2005) and “Entangled”
(2012). A Grand Prix winner at: Chicago, New
York, Houston, Istanbul, Mexico, Moscow, Banff,
Canton and Prague. Duda is a Grand Press
laureate for "My Home in Pietrasze" at Prague
film festival. She has worked as an independent
artist for several years. A member of the
Association of Polish Filmmakers, Polish
Academy of Film and Polish Documentary Film
Directors Guild.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
What happens if we leave our life behind and rebuild it in a new place among
strangers? When seven-year-old blind children go to a boarding school, they have
no other option, but to get by and carry on. In those kids, I've looked for a force of
character, sensibility and feelings. What I've been able to show is a beautiful world
of children's emotions, sense of humour, relationships. Their new microworld in
which love matters the most, and the closeness of another child carries them
through the hardest moments. The tenderness they give each other dispels sadness.
It helps them face life.

Fledglings, filled with so much humour, is a touching story about
tenderness, that is "the most modest form of love".
CULTURE.PL

Producer Anna Bławut–Mazurkiewicz
Producer and co-producer of documentary and fiction films,
which won numerous awards at film festivals in Poland and
abroad. Founder of Rabarbar Film Studio and co-owner of
production companies Aura Films and Enter Film. She was
awarded with the Silver Lions at the 33rd Polish Film Festival in
Gdynia for the feature film "Before Twilight" by Jacek Bławut.
"Fledglings" is her second film collaboration with director Lidia
Duda.

Cinematographer Wojciech Staroń
Born in 1973 in Ostrowiec Świętokrzyski, Poland. A graduate of
the Direction of Photography & Television Production at the Film
School in Lodz. A member of the European Film Academy and
Polish Society of Cinematographers (PSC). He received the Silver
Bear award for Outstanding Artistic Achievement at Berlinale
2011 for his cinematography in “El Premio” by Paula Markovitch.
His internationally acclaimed documentary “Brothers” (2015)
won the Grand Prix in Semaine de la critique section at the 68th
Locarno Film Festival and the Golden Dove at DOK Leipzig 2015,
among others.

Cinematographer Zuzanna Zachara-Hassairi

Cinematographer for documentary and fiction films.
Awarded internationally for her work in “When the House
Turns” (2022) and "Bitter Herb" (2019) by Maria Ornaf.
Founder and chairwoman of the Cinematography Science
Club at the Film School in Lodz. Recognised as one of the
top 10 Polish cinematographers under 40 by Culture.pl
magazine.

REVIEWS
Film.org.pl
It's good to remind yourself you're a human. Someone capable of
feeling a deep affection and attachment to another person, of
enjoying the tiniest gesture, word or smile of a person shown on the
screen. Watching Fledglings in a dark, small, art-house cinema at
this year's Millennium Docs Against Gravity Festival was a deeply
intimate, striking and touching experience. You get a lump in your
throat already in the first scene, and a smile stays on your lips until
the end credits.

The Arthouse Cinemas Network
This is a beautiful, clever and funny film about difficult issues. The
director has achieved a rare goal: she talks about a disability
keeping her distance, without pathos, without making the viewers
feel compassion or pity. This is not a film about blind children, this
is a film about EXTRAORDINARY children you want to get to know
better. An incredible dose of positive energy.

The Polish Filmmakers Association
Zosia, Oskar and Kinga don't stop talking about their emotions and
feelings. Words illuminate darkness. They help the title fledglings
face the adversities and leave the nest. The subject that usually
evokes unpleasant feelings has been infused with humorous
touches, grace and distance kept by the characters. The answer lies
in tenderness that infects every audience.

This film shows how beautiful people can be. It tells us that only love will save
us, this is the light at the end of the tunnel. It’s an incredible film. Nothing has
touched me so deeply for a long time.
Katarzyna Klimkiewicz (film director)
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