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DIRECTOR & WRITER: JUJA DOBRACHKOUS
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GULIKO GURGENIDZE, ALEXANDER GLURJIDZE,
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PRODUCTION: TWICE A DAY
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Returning home for the funeral of her grandmother, seventeen-year-old Ariadna must cross the
unspoiled Georgian countryside to connect her grandmother’s soul with her resting body in an
ancient burial custom.
Traversing this exhausting and raw terrain, Ariadna is forced to confront the impact that the
complex, sometimes cruel matriarch had on her not-so-distant childhood.

Following the death of her grandmother (‘Bebia’), seventeen-year-old model Ariadna returns to
Georgia to attend the funeral. Back in her motherland, she receives an unusual and unexpected
request: according to an ancient local tradition, Ariadna, as the youngest member of the family, is
responsible for reuniting the body and soul of her grandmother by connecting a thread from the
place of her death to the resting body.
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At first reluctant to fulfil such a bizarre-sounding ritual, Ariadna soon finds herself carrying a single
line of thread across 25km of unspoiled Georgian countryside, accompanied by Temo, a young man
and family friend of uncertain motive. Traversing this exhausting and raw terrain over a number of
days and nights, Ariadna is forced to confront the impact that the complex, sometimes cruel
matriarch —Bebia — had on her not-so-distant childhood.
The first film from director and writer Juja Dobrachkous and shot entirely in stunning
black-and-white, “Bebia - à mon seul désir” finds inspiration in Greek mythology, compassionately
acknowledging that, even when the Minotaur is dead, it’s never easy to find your way out of the
maze.

Humans are haunted by a deep sense of existential bewilderment; Who am I? Where am I from?
Where is this life taking me? To find answers, we wander labyrinths, where dead ends are fatal,
and the way out is victory over death. This is the path of initiation and accomplishment that
each of us must overcome.
The idea for Bebia came from my own childhood memories, painful and hidden first, until they
became more confident and begged for release. A person occupies two spaces at once, the past
and present. This duality is found in Ariadna, the protagonist of the story.
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As I developed the story, a chance meeting on an airplane revealed a particular death and burial
tradition rooted in Mingrelia, a historic province in the western part of Georgia: when a person
dies outside of the house, the youngest member of the family must reunite the soul with the
body by connecting a piece of string from the place of death to the corpse, no matter the
distance. I thought it was fantastic!
That is how my Ariadna found her purpose and the script its location. Georgia, for me, is a place
of tears, where tragedy and comedy go hand-in-hand. In other words, the perfect setting for a
drama. These feelings are enhanced in an environment of once proud architecture, where
glorious nineteenth century buildings have fallen into ill-repair.
I knew that the visual language of the film demanded black and white imagery: textures, light,
and shadow were more truthful than color. I wanted the film to look like a heart wrapped in a
newspaper, even though partially wet and partially ripped, a heart alive and still beating.
Compositionally, shots are created to maximize emotion, not to illustrate the action. By not
providing the ‘normal’ visual clues, the viewer needs to work to see the full picture.
As the film neared completion, it started becoming an entity of its own and became a story of
the fragility, and difficulty of love’s first impulse.
In terms of style, I wanted this film to be impressionistic. Despite the sadness, there is always
light. After all, cinema is a light flickering in the darkness.

WRITER, DIRECTOR
JUJA DOBRACHKOUS

Juja Dobrachkous is a director, writer and painter based in London. Born in Soviet Russia, she
graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Moscow.
“I painted all the time and everyone was happy but me. The gap between my ideas and achievement
was so large that I grew physically sick from it. Hoping to narrow this space, I started to write.”
Juja has published two works of fiction and her short stories (Rubber Baby, 2011; Very Scary and A bit
Shameful, 2019) have appeared in several anthologies of modern Russian literature, as well as a
number of magazines. “I prefer writing to painting, where the distance between intention and result
is much narrower”. Juja’s short works of fiction have been widely acclaimed in Russia, several being
optioned by film production companies. Bebia is Juja’s feature film debut. “I finally found the best
format to narrow the gap between my ideas and execution: cinema”.
Filmography
"Before the Mirror" (documentary, 2011, scriptwriter, director, camera operator)
"After the War" (documentary, 2013, directed by E. Golynkin)
"Arctic Wind" (documentary, 2014, scriptwriter, director, camera operator)
"From another life" (documentary, 2015, scriptwriter, director, camera operator)
"My GULAG" (documentary-anthropological project of the studio of visual anthropology of the Museum of the History of the
GULAG, 2013-2020, director, camera operator)
Films - participants of Russian film festivals: Moscow International Film Festival, Open Festival of Documentary Films
“Russia”, International Festival of Documentary Films “Artdocfest”, International Festival of Documentary Films
“Flahertiana”, Festival of Russian Films “Window to Europe”, etc., were nominated for a national prize "Laurel branch".

PRODUCER
OLGA DYKHOVICHNAYA

Olga Dykhovichnaya is a Russian actress, producer, and the director of
International Film Festival 2morrow/Zavtra. The bright variety of her roles in
independent and arthouse films established Olga's reputation as an indie film
actress. She is best known for the lead role in the controversial film “Twilight
Portrait” (2011), by director Angelina Nikonova, where she also took part as a
co-writer and co-producer. “Twilight Portrait” premiered at Venice Film Festival,
and among numerous awards at film festivals worldwide, it received the
«Discovery of the Year» nomination by the European Film Academy.

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY
VERONIKA SOLOVYOVA

Veronika Solovyova was born in 1984 in Yakutsk, Russia. In 2006 she graduated from the Institute
of Journalism and Literary Creativity, Moscow, with a degree in television journalism. In 2012 she
attended Higher courses for scriptwriters and directors (workshop of feature and non-fiction films
by A.N. Gerasimov and A.M. Dobrovolsky). From 2013 to 2015 - director of documentaries at the
KLIO Film Studio. In 2016 she graduated from the Moscow School of New Cinema (O. Lukichev's
studio). Operator, director of the project "My GULAG".
Filmography
“One on One” (short, 2014, directed by Ismail Safarali)
"Lullaby for Yuki" (short, 2015, directed by Ismail Safarali)
Sirin (short, 2017, directed by Andrey Klychnikov)
"The city fell asleep" (feature, 2019, directed by Maria Ignatenko)
"Bebia" (feature, 2020, directed by Juja Dobrachkous)
Films - participants of Russian and European film festivals: Berlin International Film Festival, International Film Festival
in San Sebastian, Open Russian Film Festival "Kinotavr", Eurasian International Film Festival, International Film Festival
"Spirit of Fire", International Film Festival "Pacific Meridians" and others.

ARIADNA
A N A S TA S I A D AV I D S O N

Anastasia Davidson who plays the role of Ariadna, was born in Tbilisi, Georgia where she
currently resides with her family. Anastasia attends Public school #55 and is in 11th grade.
She began her acting career at the age of 7 appearing in commercials followed by various
plays in the Georgian national theater. After her debut in the role of Ariadna, Anastasia has
been offered various acting roles in Georgia. She is represented by Georgia’s most prestigious
modeling agency, Natali Management.
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