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LOGLINE

Electronic music is a playground. And your toy can be an instrument, a
machine, an object...

SYNOPSIS

THE SOUND IS INNOCENT invites you on an audiovisual journey into a
dreamlike space that explores the meaning, function and significance of the
world of electronic and experimental sound. Across five distinct chapters, the
film guides us through an oscillating maze of creative figures and moments
that's as bracingly original as the pioneering music it so passionately
documents.

Ozvold's dynamic and unusual documentary s
fundamental questions of musical creation, tracing the relationship between

both man and machine, and artist and instrument. Featuring electronic

pioneers including Francois Bonnet, Steve Goodman (aka Kode9), Julian

Rohrhuber, John Richards, Hannes Hoelzl & Albert Decampo, each artist

provides a unique and sometimes personal perspective on the radical periods

of sonic invention that have transformed art, culture and even public life.

In her debut feature-l engt h fi Il m, Johana OZvold naviga
labyrinthian institution, encountering manifest memories and inspirations.

From the subversive frequencies tuned behind the iron curtain, to the

confrontational French avant-garde, and the limitless sculptures of digital

innovation, THE SOUND IS INNOCENT explores fertile and prescient links

between sound and society, as well as the technology boom and our

globalized world.



WORLD PREMIERE:
Visions du Réel, Burning Lights competition

SCREENINGS:
Wednesday 10 April, 16:00 - Grande Salle
Thursday 11 April, 20:30 - Capitole Fellini

"From the pioneer sound engineers working behind the Iron Curtain, through

the French avant-garde composers, up to the post-modern creators of digital

sonic artefacts, the first-time filmmaker summons an abstract landscape that
Is haunting and yet achingly beautiful.”

Giona A. Nazzaro about THE SOUND IS INNOCENT
Festival programmer Visions du Réel
Source: Festival Catalogue, Visions du Réel 2019



THE PROTAGONISTS

Francois BONNET (FR) is a Franco-Swiss composer, writer and theoretician
based in Paris. He’s been a member of INA GRM since 2007 and became its
director in 2018. He has published several books (The Order of Sounds, a
sonorous Archipelago and The Infra-World have been published in English by
Urbanomic). His last work to date Aprés la mort, has been published in 2017
by éditions de I'Eclat. He also produces radio show for national radio France
Musique. His music, released, among others, by Editions Mego, has been
played in renowned venues and festivals all over the world.

Steve GOODMAN (UK) aka Kode9 is a DJ, producer and founder of record
label Hyperdub on which he has released 3 albums. In 2009, his book "Sonic
Warfare: sound, affect and the ecology of fear” was published on MIT Press.
He is @ member of sonic research collective AUDINT, and he co-edited their
anthology, "Unsound: Undead" which will be published on Urbanomic Press in
2019. He co-runs the monthly experimental club night, @ in South London.

Julian ROHRHUBER (DE) has been working on philosophy, computer science,
anthropology, and media theory. His works include theoretical texts,
compositions, installations, performances, and programming systems. As a
professor at the Robert Schumann Hochschule Disseldorf, he teaches music
informatics and epistemic media. He is also one of the pioneers of live coding,
where programming becomes a way of improvisation and public thought.

John RICHARDS (UK) is a musician performing with self-made electronic
instruments and creating interactive environments for composition. As Dirty
Electronics, he has produced artwork sound circuits for Mute Records. John
sees these physical artefacts as composition in their own right. He has also
written on DIY electronic music and maker culture.



Hannes HOELZL (IT) & Alberto DE CAMPO (AT) are musicians, composers,
media artists and academic teachers who have been working together since
2002. They are both based in Berlin.

Their shared interests encompass: audio visual cybernetics - creating complex
systems and playing with them as interacting observers; collaborative live
coding - writing and re-writing code while it already runs; languages -
translation processes between sounds, texts, and images; improvisation -
with human and machinic actors, delegating and sharing control in multiple
ways; interdisciplinary collaborations - with film, visuals, dance theatre,
architecture, and various scientific disciplines.

"Electronic music is our food, it is our playground. And
this game is a resume of existence."

Francois Bayle



BIOGRAPHY AND FILMOGRAPHY OF THE DIRECTOR

Johana Ozvold graduated from FAMU, the film academy in Prague,
department of directing in 2016. She works as a curator at the Czech national
film archive. She also regularly co-operates with the theatre scene and
alternative spaces and appears in theatre as an actress, an improviser, a
writer, @ musician or a singer. She collaborates with Czech Radio as a writer
and a director of radio plays. Her works are crossing boundaries between
fiction and documentary.

Her bachelor student film “Hi, I'm doing fine” won the award for Best
Documentary at the IFF Fresh Film Fest 2014, the Mise en scene prize at IFF
in Poitiers and the award for Best Documentary at IFF FIDE 2014 in Paris. In
2015, she directed the shorts fiction films “Familiar Strangers” and “Process”
which received the Special Jury Award at IFF Febiofest SK 2016. Her
graduation fiction movie "Black Cake” won the Best Film and Best Director
awards at FAMUfest. Since 2015 she has been working on her first
documentary feature-length project “The Sound is Innocent”.

RnOne strategy to do something new

a new tool or a new

Julian Rohrhuber

i nstrum



"I have always been interested in the more philosophical questions
surrounding arts and music: When does sound become music? What is
considered noise? With The Sound is Innocent, I wanted to create a music
documentary in which I could play with both audio and visual aspects. Led by
the belief that film as a medium offers a possibility to create a new and
uniqgue world outside of reality, I started to connect the physically
disconnected musical worlds and put them together into one space: a movie.”

Johana O2VOLD (director)

"My work has started already in the moment of suggesting the main
protagonists. To me, these artists represent the liminal philosophical and
original forces which allow us to uncover the plurality and multiplicity of all
matters related to the creation of music as a reflection of the world around
us. The organization of the sound material in the film itself is an oscillation
between the worlds of sound and music. A vibration on the boundary which
actually does not exist.”

Martin OZVOLD (original music and consultancy)

AAfter spending many years stuck

was time to get my hands

John Richards



MAIN CAST AND CREDITS

Protagonists:

Director:
Script:
Producer:

Original music and consultancy:

Director of photography:
Editor:

Sound design:

Set designer:
Dramaturgy:

Produced by:
Co-produced by:

Supported by:

Francois BONNET

Steve GOODMAN

Julian ROHRHUBER

John RICHARDS

Hannes HOELZL & Alberto DE CAMPO
Et al.

Johana 0OZVOLD
Johana OZVOLD, Lu
Kristyna MICHALEK
Martin OZVOLD

Si mon DVORACEK
Zuzana WALTER

Adam VONES, Martin OZVOLD
Antonin SILAR

Martin MARECEK

Cinémotif Films (CZ)

Films de Force Majeure (FR), Punkchart
Films (SK), UPP, Soundsquare, Czech
Television, RTVS, Lyon Capital TV

Czech Film Fund, Slovakian Audiovisual
Fund, Region SUD, SACEM, Procirep-
Angoa



BASIC INFORMATION

Original title: The Sound is Innocent
Length: 68 minutes

Languages: English, Czech, French
Subtitles (versions): English, Czech, French
Image: colour

Ratio: 16:9

Sound: 51.&2.0

Formats: DCP, Prores HQ, Blu-Ray

News: fb.com/thesoundisinnocent
Trailer: https://youtu.be/6Jj6Xsafmyl

PRESS CONTACT:

International press:
NOISE Film PR, Mirjam Wiekenkamp, mirjam@noisefilmpr.com, +49 176
28771839

Czech press:
Eliska Mikovcova, eliska.mikovcova@kulturnipr.cz, +420 606 77 44 35
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