an open field
by Teboho Edkins

Day Zero Films, Survivance, Day Zero Films UG
South Africa, France, Germany
38’06” min, 2025
languages: Amharic, Oromo, English

Edited by Anne Fabini,
Cinematography by Jide Akinleminu
Produced by Don Edkins
Co-produced by Carine Chichkowsky

Synopsis

On 10 March 2019, a Boeing 737 MAX airplane crashed just six minutes after taking
off from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. All 157 people on board lost their lives, including
Max Thabiso Edkins, the younger brother of director Teboho Edkins.

He and his father, film producer Don Edkins, travelled together to the crash site to
seek something tangible in their grief. There, they met people who regard mourning
as a profound part of their culture. A humanity in stark contrast with what many saw
as a calculated stance by the airplane manufacturer Boeing.



Director’s Statement

The first time | visited the crash site, a giant crater in an open field, was shortly after
the accident in 2019. Grief stricken, | showed the local villagers sitting by the crater
photos of my brother Max and realised that they had become the custodians of the
site.

| took a few photographs of the site with a black and white 35mm film that | had in
my camera. | think the film was very old because the negatives are extremely dense
and grainy, hardly useable. But one of the photos, of the field and the two hills
behind the crash site hangs opposite my bed and | look at it every morning.

My father Don, a documentary film producer, felt the need to throw himself into a
film project about the crash. Any project really. Initially | wanted nothing to do with
it. The photograph was enough for me. Although | often thought about the villagers
living there and very much wanted to meet them again.

Years passed and | found it very difficult to begin working on the project. Also, no
media was allowed close to the crash site, until as a family member, and after much
time spent by my father building relationships, Ethiopian Airlines finally gave us
exclusive permission to film at the site in 2022.

So, motivated by my father’s energy, | travel to the crash site in Ethiopia unsure of
what | am hoping to find. | meet the people living there and | am struck by their care
and compassion in mourning for the victims. It contrasts starkly with the calculating
stance of the airline manufacturer, who put profit over lives and safety. In this
community, mourning is taken very seriously, and it is in their humanity that
becomes the focus of the film. A film, that like grief, has no end.



TEBOHO EDKINS BIOGRAPHY

Teboho Edkins (1980 in Tennessee, USA) grew up in Southern Africa and lives and works in
Cape Town and Berlin.

He studied photography and fine art at the Michaelis School of Fine Art, University of Cape
Town, South Africa and film at Le Fresnoy Studio National des Arts Contemporains in
Tourcoing, France. This was followed by a degree in directing at the Deutsche Film und
Fernseh-akademie in Berlin (dffb).

Teboho Edkins’s films have shown at many festivals, group and solo exhibitions, including at
the Centre Pompidou, Paris; Tate Modern, London; South London Gallery; Haus der
Kulturen der Welt, Berlin; Museum fiir Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt; Berlinische Galerie,
Berlin; Weserburg-Museum fiir Moderne Kunst, Bremen; Museum of Modern Art, New
York City.

Some of the over 500 film festivals his films have screened at include the International Film
Festival Berlin (Berlinale); International Short Film Festival, Oberhausen; and
International Film Festival (IFFR), Rotterdam.

His films have also been acquired by several public and private art collections including the
Goetz Collection in Munich, von Kelternborn Collection in Frankfurt and the Collection
KAI 10 | Arthena Foundation in Dlsseldorf.
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