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An estranged father and son spend the day ambling around a 
cemetery, wandering the wilderness, searching for family, and 
stumbling through disharmony and heartache.

The son is played by Charlie Plummer.        

The father is played by Jeb Berrier. 



A Perfect Day for Caribou tells the story of just one day in the life of Herman, 
Nate, and Ralph. Herman is an alcoholic with a depleted appetite for life. Nate is an 
anxious young father reckoning with his past so he might move further into the 
future. And Ralph is a misunderstood child truly off in his own world… 

It’s early morning and Herman speaks into a tape recorder, dictating a final 
message to his estranged son, Nate. As he rambles on about the last Caribou herd 
in North America, his mobile phone rings – it’s Nate, all these years later.

That afternoon, they meet up at a cemetery on the edge of an unknown town. 
Nate brings his own boy along, a six year old named Ralph, who carelessly plays 
and runs around in the distance as Herman and Nate stumble through ten years 
worth of conversation. 

They navigate hills and valleys, forests and open plains. All the while, in an uneven 
and awkward pattern, they attempt to connect with one another.

They have until nightfall to do so, and for Herman, today might be his last. For 
Nate, it could be the start of a new beginning. For Ralph, who knows – perhaps he 
is just another Caribou. 



Charlie Plummer was born and raised in Upstate New York. He 
began his professional career in David Chase's feature film Not Fade 
Away. That same year, he was cast in a recurring role in Boardwalk 
Empire. Soon after, he played the lead character in King Jack (Felix 
Thompson), which won the Audience Award at the 2015 Tribeca Film 
Festival. Two years later, Charlie received the Marcello Mastroianni 
Award for Best Emerging Actor at the 2017 Venice Film Festival for 
his work in the A24 release Lean on Pete (Andrew Haigh). A few of 
his other credits include All the Money in the World (Ridley Scott), 
The Clovehitch Killer (Duncan Skiles), and Looking for Alaska.



Jeb Berrier was born and raised in Boston, Massachusetts. He first 
started acting in elementary school and spent his twenties in New 
York acting in plays, performing sketch comedy, and he spent a year 
traveling with the National Shakespeare Company. He later moved 
to Telluride, Colorado and founded the Telluride Comedy Festival. 
He now lives in Portland, Oregon with his wife and son. Some of his 
recent film credits include Lorelei (Sabrina Doyle), First Cow (Kelly 
Reichardt), and the forthcoming Sometimes I Think About Dying 
(Rachel Lambert) alongside Daisy Ridley.



The film is written and directed by Jeff Rutherford. 

Jeff was born and raised in Kansas where he grew up 
on Alfred Hitchcock movies. He studied writing at 
Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington. He’s an 
alum of New York University’s Graduate Film 
Program. He’s most often inspired by the solemn 
beauty and the rhythm of life in rural America.  



A Perfect Day for Caribou is presented in 4:3 aspect ratio and in 
black and white and was shot by Director of Photography 
Alfonso Herrera Salcedo.

Alfonso won the 2018 Kodak Cinematography Vision Award and the 
Golden Tadpole at CamerImage 2019 for BestCinematography. At 
the 2021 Venice International Film Festival, he won the Bisato d’Oro 
for Joaquín del Paso’s El hoyo en la cerca (The Hole in the Fence).



A NOTE FROM JEFF RUTHERFORD (1/2)

The pandemic was new and scary and like a lot of people, I was frozen in place. 
For me, that place happened to be the open plains and rolling hills of Oregon. I 
had a few half-ideas, an impulse to write about a father and son, the feeling to 
make a film about human weakness, carelessness, our heartaches and 
foolishness, and people trying their best. I wanted it to all at once be light and 
heavy. And I wanted to make it, on both sides of the camera, with my friends 
and family. Herman and Nate and all the others sprang up, and I was fortunate 
to spend many days in the high desert making A Perfect Day for Caribou.

In Herman, we have a man of regret – one of few triumphs and many 
tragedies. He is a man that can’t help himself. In Nate, we have a young, 
anxious father trying to reconcile his youth with his current set of (what he 
perceives to be) awful circumstances. He's a man whose tumultuous internal 
life gives the difficulty of his actual life a run for its money. 

continues on the next page →



A NOTE FROM JEFF RUTHERFORD (2/2)

As the film grows and lulls you in, secrets of the past and suggestions for the 
future reveal themselves to you, and just like Herman and Nate's instincts keep 
them in pursuit of Ralph, these secrets and suggestions are like little hints 
along a pathway toward discovery. 

A Perfect Day for Caribou is a film about history. It's a film about the heaviness 
of that history. It's a film about love and family. It's odd and magical and linear 
yet dreamy. It was inspired by some of my own stories, stories I’ve borrowed 
from friends growing up in Kansas, and a little bit by Samuel Beckett, Yasujirō 
Ozu, and Jim Jarmusch.

As the film ends and the credits roll, perhaps you will feel a part of this family, 
perhaps you won't. Perhaps you will resonate with its characters and ideas, 
perhaps you will simply be glad their problems are not yours. Whatever rises 
up for you, whatever you see, I hope you enjoy this day, this conversation, this 
walk, and though we will always continue to make the wrong turn here, go in 
the wrong direction there, I hope each of us will eventually be able to 
recognize where we should look and which way we should go. 



A NOTE FROM CHARLIE PLUMMER

I met Jeff back in 2018. Ever since then, he has brought a wealth of great taste 
in storytelling (see quote below) and even better people with him wherever he 
would go. A Perfect Day for Caribou is the actualization of that to me, which is 
why getting to make this film has found such a home in my heart. This is a 
special and unique movie.

Nate and Herman found me at the right time, and I sincerely hope they find 
you at the right time, too. Creature voices and all. 

“We live far out in the country where I hear
creature voices night and day.
Like us they are talking about their lives
on this brief visit to earth.” 
 - Jim Harrison
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A PERFECT DAY FOR CARIBOU has its world premiere at the 
75th Locarno Film Festival.

Press materials can be downloaded here:

aperfectdayforcaribou.com

https://aperfectdayforcaribou.com/

